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ENGLISH LEAGUE RIDERS CHAMPIONSHIP

N CAN 1K 1812

Blis CUR . ..

by MIKE PRETTY

COLIN WHEELER CARVED FOR HIMSELF A T ERMANENT NICHE
IN CYCLE SPEEDWAY HISTORY WiITH A MAGNIFICENT PER-
FORMANCE IN THE FINAL OF THE ENGLISH LEAGUE RIDERS!
CHAMPTONSHIF, AT WEDNESFIELD.

The Southampton star's brilliant ridi o &
aximim points £ar the second successive vear, Lthe
title for the thi ea i d the four tLime

since 1965. Only one other rider, Roy Baker of South
London, has ever won the event more than once, but
Wheeler's record outstrips anything and the English
League recognised this truly great achievement by
making him a permanent present of the trophy.

Colin's triumph this year was even more remarkable
by virtue of the fact that he has only ridden ser-
iously for half of the season.

Bitterly ccld conditions kept down the attendance at Ashmore Fark but those who did
brave the wintry weather were treated to some of the best racirg in the sixteen—year
history of the event, With Wheeler in such unbeatable form and it was cbvious right
from the start that he was in top form, the main interest centred around the minor
placings and what a scrap there was for these. At the finish, a run-off was needed
with home man Mick Aris, Bristel's Allan Milier and Bournemauth's Derek Knight tying

with sixteen-point scores.

Derek Knight seemed to have the best chance of

PAST WINNERS

1958 Mick Jeffery
1959 Dave Chivers

1960 Roy Baker ....
1961 Roy Baker ...

1962 John Cobbin
1963 Ray Chivers
1964, Harry Glover

1965 Colin Wheeler

1566 Dave Butcher

1967 Grant Warwiek

1968 Roger Ellis

1969 Kelvin Wilson

1970 Keith Lyons

1971 Colin Wheeler
1972 Colin Wheelsr

---------

taking the runners-up spot, despite draw-
ing the outside grid for the run-off. He
Edmonton looked the fitter and stronger of the three

~ Raynes Park with Miller suffering the effects of a
. South Lendon painful hand injury which had threatened
South London to put him out of the competition , and

. Tottenham Aris tired from his efforts in heat 20.
. South London

Leicester But it was Miller from gatel who led

Southampton into the bend with Aris on his sh oulder.
Southampton Knight, seeing a small gap coming out of

Leicegter the bend, attempted to go under both of

. Kingstanding them but the gap closed.Knight found him-
South London self on the floor and his challenge was
.. Bristol no more, Aris summoned encugh energy to
. Southampton pass an exhausted Miller to take s econd
Southampton place, leaving Miller to take 3rd prize.

contlnued on facing page
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1973 "RIDER OF THE YEAR"™ AWARD

.o AND WINS OU
TROIPIHN AGAIN

by Harold Smith
COLIN WHEELER IS AGATN CYCLE SPEEDWAY 'S CHAMPION RIDER, AND WINNER OF THE "RIDER OF
THE YEAR" AWARD SPONSORED BY SPOKESMAN: MAGAZINE, Kev Greenhalgh's gallant effort
to close the gap was not enough, and at the end of the season the S o uthampton star
was elght points clear in one of the easiest wins in the history of the competition,
Geoff Patman, joint winner in 1972, was the only other rider to reach double figures.

Lol susuy

RULES for the 1974 "RIDER OF THE YEAR" competition will appear inthe March SPOKESMAN

ENGLISH LEAGUE RIDERS G'SHIF, comtd. Prom F2

An exclusion in heat 9 certainly co st
Vic Haines a place in the run-off. Prob-
ably even second place outright. He only
dropped one point apart from this though
I thought he was lucky not to have coll-
ected another exclusion in heat 13, when
Geoff Patman came down heavily as a res-
ult of a clash with the Thurrock man., In
fact it was Paiman who collected the ex-
clusion - for causing the stoppage - and
this after being pushed back into third
in his previous race meant there were no
prizes this year for the popular Bristol
rider. It says a lot for Patman's courage
that he came out for his 1 ast ride which
he won despite being in considerable pain
but by then it was too late.

My pre-meeting tip for the first three:
Keith Gibbong dropped from the reckoning
after a heat 5 fail, and his last remain-
ing hope went when he followed Miller and
his Bristol team-mate Dave Magsey home in
heat 18. It was this heat that also ended
Bristol rider Tam Low's hopes. The Scot
had ridden well amd looked mire of at least
a place in the frame, but he came d own
heavily in that heat 18, and t hat was
that. The other rider tocaich my eye was
Exeter's Jim Sullivan, surprisingly who was
making his first final appearance.

Ag 1've said, the meeting produced fast
exciting racing which was well-controlled
by referee Trevor Goverd, and altlough
the weather did its best to mar the pro-
ceedings I have nothing but praise for
all sixteen competitors for pubting on an
excellent show.

Bit once agdn it wag that man Wheeler's
day. Cerbainly no-one would dispute thab
and upon hearing that he was to keep the
trophy permanently I think I evern detect-
gd a twinge of emobion from the hard man
from Southampton.

Scoreboard
COLIN WHEELER {Southampton) ........ 20
Mick Aris (Nednesfieldg Crrerieranea 16
Allan Miller (Bristol) ............. 16
Derek Knight (Bournemouth) ......... 16
Vic Haines (ThUTrTock) weveevsvovassns 15
Keith Gibbons (Wednesfield) ...... oo 14
Jim Sullivan (Exeter) ....ooeeeeeeas. 13
Geoff Patman (Bristol) ............ . 13
Tam Low (Bristol) ...ivenevivennnnenns 13
Alwyn Dominey (Bournemouth) ........ 13
Gerald Collett (Exeter) ............ 10
Dave Massey (Bristol) ...vveeeenon.. 9
Ken Vine (Exmouth) .+.vevevveeonon. . 9
Phil Pilbrow {Norwich) ....veveeon.. 8
Colin Sutton (Bournemoubh) ..ecevee. 7
Mike Vine (Exmouth) .............. .. 6

Rider of the Year Points: Colin Wheeler 3
Mick Aris 2, Allan Miller 1,
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RIDER OF THE YEAR

Lo Final Scorers Tasble
COLIN WHEELER (Southampton) .,
‘Kevin Greenhalgh (Offerton)
Geoff Patman (Bristol) . 10
Derek Garnett (Offerton) ......e.....
Val Hockley (Estuary) ....... Ceennens
Tam Low {Bristol) ...........
Mike Parkins {South Walsham)
George Russell (Offerton) ..
John Watling (Denton) .
John Leamon (Spixworth)
Mick Aris (Wednesfield)
Martin Jarvis (Beckenham)
Derek Knight (Bournemouth)
John Colbert (Hawkinge) ....eveeees..
Keith Gibbons (Wednesfield)
Bruce Ward (Leicester)
Roger Ellis (Wednesfield) .....o.....
John Vallis (Headley) .ouveveeses. e
Vie Haines (Thurrock) .
Tony Johnson (Tolworth) ......vcev...
Rod Witham (Galiey) ........ Ceeanan .
Ray Clark (Uxbridge) ceen
Bill Hopkins (Hawbush) ..............
Dave Hughes (Bow) .vvvervenvoonneonn.
Mlan Miller (Bristol) ......eeevven..
Mike Pryke (Galley) .wuveevvurvvonenn.
Colin Sutton (Bournemouth)
John Watchman {Denton)

veeness 23
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National Junior Team Championship

CHARS WOOD'S TROPHY

CARRS WOCD WON THE NFL-SFONSORED 1973 JUNIOR
TEAM CHAMPTIONSHIP, BEATING WOODSIDE Ah=34
IN T FINAL AT PARKWOOD TRACK, SHEFFIELD.

WOQDSIDE: TI.Fearnley 12, J. Redmond 9
I.Turner 7, D.Hawk s worth 3,D.Bennett 2
P.Denton 1, I.Fossard O.

CARRS WOOD: S.Brett 10, H. Jackson 10
G.Millar 9, J.Brett 7, D.Young 4, K. Mgyer
3, A.Heginbottom 1.

*The NJTC is again included in the Cyele
Speedway Council's national competitions
programme for 1974, Entry details are now
obtainable from the Competition Secretary
D.Blinston,36 Bakewell Street,Manchester.

Parkwood: CHAMPION QF CHAMETONS
JOHN WATLING (Denton) .......... cee. 13
Derek Garnett (Offerton) ........... 13
Kevin Greenhalgh (Offerton) ........ 12
George Russell (Offerton) .......... 12

Fred Rothwell {Woodside) ........... 11
Jim Brett (Carrs Woocd) ..ouveuvu.... 11
John Watchman (Denten) ..... ceeiaane 8
Mike Cockroft (Woodside) ......... .. 8
Phil Parkin {(Parkwood) ...veeereenes 6
Denis Naylor (Stradbroke) ....... ves 5
Les Frost {Parkwood) ..veeevreenenns 5
Phil White (Sheffield) ........ veres 4
Brian Green (Wadsley) ...vvvevvvenes 4
Glen Galloway (Parkwood) ......... .o 3
Martin Gamble (Parkwood) ....e...... 3
Rider of the Year Points: John Watling 3

Derek Garnett 2, Kevin Greenhalgh 1.
Bawkinge: KENT GPEN CHAMPIONSHIP

COLIN WHEELER (Southampton) ,....... 20
Vie Haines (Thurrock) ....e.ee.ees.... 19
Bill Hopkins (Hawbush) ...cvevvenve. 17
Chris Riches (Hawkinge) ............ 15
Trevor Hallett (Hawkinge) .......... 15
Alan Harman (Hendon} ......vveverens 14,
Steve Bloxham (Hawbush) ...... ceeens 13
John Coelbert (Hawkinge) ..ocvveve.. .12
Paul Leason (South London) ...e.... . 12
Tan Lawrence (South London) ....... . 12
Ken Vine (Exmouth) ............. vee. 11
Gerry Wallis (Hendon) ....vvvvee.... 11
Pat Elflain (Hawbush) ....eeeevvws. .7
Graham Hallett (Hawkinge) ..... ceeen 7
Clive McCormick (Southampton) ..... .7
John Tyler (Thurrock) ......evcewo.. . 6

Rider of the Year Pointg: Cdlin Whseler 3
Vic Haines 2, Bill Hopkins 1.
Woodgide: NORTHERN PEEMIER INBDIVLID UAL
GEORGE RUSSELL (Offerton) ..........
Derek Garnett (Offerton) ...........
Kevin Greenhalgh (Offerton)
John Watling (Denton) ..............
Fred Rothwell (Woodside) ...........
Pip Serbert (Woodside)‘
Dave Parsons (Leicester)
Ken Taylor (Denton)
John Whiting {Denton)
Dave Reid (OffErton)
Bruce Ward (Leicester)
John White (Offerton)
Geoff Widdop (Woodside) ....i.e.....
Jeff Weaver (Denton) ...eevevvvenn..
Ian Fearnley {Woodside) ............
Rider of the Year Points: George Russdl 3
Derek Garnett 2, Kevin Greenhalgh 1.

--------
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SPEEDWELL RIDE H  WINNER

AL] ENGLISH FIRM HAS REVOLUTTONEISED THE CONVENTIONAL CYCLE FRAME BY HABNE@S!NC ONE oF

THE NEW "SPACE AGE" MBTALS. Speedwel]l

Lrames in Titanium. This new applicatim fol]ows geven years of J_ntensa_ve development

Mach lighter yet stironger than ordinsry
metals, Titanium has only been available
commercially since the early fifties soit
is still in its sarly stages of develop-
ment, Speedwell, active for many yearsin
the chemical plant field and highly succ-
essful specialists in reactive metal eng-
jineering, is among the pioneers of the
commercial development of thig new "supe
metal. .

Mr. Derek Mattey, Speedwell's Managhg
Director, saysg: "We are bringhg something
brand new into an old industry by intro-
ducing a revolutionary breakthrough in cycle
frame materials and design.”

"Bwo of the growth industries of the world
are cycles and motorecycles.It is hgppening
in America which is in the midst of a cycle
and motoreycle boom, and it will happen in
Britain and Furcpe. The Titanium frame is
certain to play an exciting and vital part
in thisg growth.”

The Titaninm frame hag three mein alvarb-
ages over the conventional cyele frame.

1.A11 anti-corrosion benefits of stain-
less steel. 2,411 the wéight-saving of dl-
uminiumsin fact, a weight saving of 40 per
cent minimum on the conv en tional frame
but with three times the strength. 3. Dura-
bility and resilience beyond all known
materials in normal use.

FEED BACK

The Titanium cycle frame is the result of
what is known as "fesd back." It was the
exchange of information and expertise be-
tween Speedwell's various divisions that
first led to thoughts of the benefits that
the cycle and motorcycle could derivefrom
"Space Age' engineering materials.

A tremendous experimental driw was
_quickly under way, with initial tests be-~
ing made with motorcycle frames. In 1972,
the Speedwell Titanium frame was taken to
the New York International Cycle Show, to
test public reaction.

This was so good that Speedwell knew

iomediately that they wers riding a winner,

Next came an ayproach from the Stuttgart
Sports Club, Germany, regarding the Tit-
anium frame being used by German cyclists
in the 1972 Olympics. This led to a bronz
medal being "won" by Speedwell and in the
light of information gained, to fur ther
developments and refinements. Then came
the Mk, IV Titenium frame — a unit which
was btaken to Spain and brought to the att-
ention of the Spanish world ranking rac-
ing cyclist, Imis Ocana,

TOUR DE FRANCE, 1973

For this clasic of the cycling world,
Speedwell designed and tuilt a frame exact
to Lmis Ocana's personal spec ification.
This was used by Ocana for the tine trial
and gruelling hill climb sequences of the
Tour, contrituting mich to Ocana's subse-
quent emphatic victory in this famous event.

This notable Speedwell success meant
that the Titanium frame had well and truly
arrived - world interest now came alive.
Cycle frames in Titanium are now being
exported to the USA and to the Continent.

And it's oply a matter of time before
the "Titalite" makes its d ebut in cycle
speedway,. Seversl riders are infteregted

in _trving out the ney frame.
In addition to t wo standard medels, a

limited supply of frames are built to ind-
ividual specifications for top-class riders.
M1 enquiries with regard to frame costs
and supply sources should be addressed to
Speedwell's sole distributors in the UK:
Mnglo-Continental Cyele & Accesgories Lid
Hockstore Park, Harrogate, Yorkshire.

STOKE CSC wish to sell the Shelton Tigers!
body colours which have a yellow tiger's
head design on a black background. At £7
and in pood condition, they're a bargain
to a newly-formed club. Bnquiries to Alan
Pennington, 11 Palmerston Street, Hanley
Stoke-on~Trent, Staffg., ST1 3EU.

...5..



HUW THE LeHsUks FINSHED LEST SEHSON

ENGLISH CYCLE SPEEDWAY LEAGUE :
For Agst Pis

P. W. D. L
WEDNESFIELD ....... 18 18 0 0 1932 1234 36
Bristol .evvvecenn. 18 14 1 3 1734 1456 29
Bournemouth ....... 18 9 0 9 16965 1465 18
Exeter ..eveien... .18 9 0 9 1559 1637 18
Norwich ......... oo 18 9 0 9 1450 1721 13
Horspath .......... 18 7 2 9 1558 1601 16
THUTTOCK  vevenennnn 1g 8 0 10 1514 1651 16
Southampton ....... 18 7 o 11 1563 1623 14
Bxmouth ........... 18 4 o 14 1371 1716 g
Edmonton .......... 18 3 1 14 1381 1779y 7

SOUTHERN COUNTIES LEAGUE

P. W, D. L. For Agst  Pts
BECKENHAM ......... 20 19 0 1 2002 1542 47
Hawkinge ....uv.o... 20 15 1 4 1898 1537 38
Hawbush ....evvv... 20 13 0 7 1857 1667 30
Hendon wevevewvvon. 20 11 1 g8 1866 1684 28
Epping .oceenvnn.n. 20 12 0 g 16495 1811% 28
BOW eervervarennn. ... 20 11 1 g 1857 1670 27
South London ...... 20 10 0 10 1764% 1783 23
HAYES sevevavnanees 20 5 0 15 16535 18394 12
Hellingly ......... 20 5 1 14 14725 1960F 12
Tottenham ......... 20 4 0 16 1654 1879 8
Stapleford ..... s 20 3 o 17 1578 1907 6

MANCHESTER, STOCKPORT AND DISTRICT LEAGUE ~ DIVISION 1

P. W. D. L. For Agst Pts
OFFERTON +v.ovun.. .16 16 0 0 930 466 32
Wocdside .......... 16 12 1 3 1014 6C0 25
Denton Pirates .... 16 11 1 4 876 517 23
Denton Stars ...... 16 9 0 7 757 533 18
Droylsden ......... %6 9 0 7 706 797 18
Gorton ..ievienennan 16 5 1 10 690 924 11
Carrs Wood ....... .16 41 11 747 976 9
Sheffield ........ . 16 3 0 13 480 700 6
New Mille ......ess 16 1 0 15 455 353 2

MANCHBESTER , STOCKPORT AND DISTRICT ELEAGUE - DIVISION 2

F. W, D. L. For Agst  Pts
NEW MILLS  .vv..... 14 11 0 3 5965 494 22
Droylsden ........ . 14 11 0 3 479 453 22
Carrs Wood "A" ... 14 9 0 5 5804 4995 18
Carrs Wood YBY ... 14 7 a. 7 536 554 14
Offerton .......... 14 6 1 7 - 516 490 13
Denton vevvvenvnnn. 14 6 0 -8 £93 514 12
Gorton  ..uieeenaenn 1 3 ¢ 11 L2 556 6
Blackley ...v.vivsn 14 2 1 13

%) a5 3
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JUBLE

MENCHESTER & NORTHERN
PUR T DEVILS

11

. by Derek Garnett

OFFERTON DEVILS RACED UNBEATEN TO

WLN THE MANCHESTER, STOCKPORT AND DISTRICT LEAGUE

CHAMPIONSHIP FOR A RECORD NINTH TIME, THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONS ALSO WON THE NORTHERN
PREMIER LEAGUE TITLE AFTER BEING RUNNERS-UP T0O BLACKLEY FOR THREE YEARS. THEIR ONLY

DEFEAT WAS AT DENTON, BY 49 PCINTS TO 45.

Offerton tock the NPL Championship with
a convincing 66-29 win at Oldbury. Devils
led 15-3 after three heats and scored six
more maximum 5~ls in the second half.

OLDBURY :R.Watters 6, S.Clarke 6,K.Baker
5, P.Hirong 5, J.Rudland 3, T.Bastable 3,
C.Robbins 1, W.Baker O.

OFFERTON:D.Garnett 12,J.White 11,D.Reid
10, K.Greenhalgh 10,G.Bussell 10,J.Bailsy
7, B.Beresford 3, J.Chapman.

The champions completed their programme
with a 68-27 win over weakened Woodside,
and both Dave Reid and Joe Bailey riding
to maximum scores.

QFFERTON:D.Reid 15,J.Bailey 11,D.Garmett
10, J.White 9,K.Greenhalgh &, J.Chapman 6
B.Beresford 5, G.Russell 4.

WOODSIDE: F.Rothwell 6, I.Fearnley 6
M.Tillotsen 4,P.Denton 4,D.Morris 3, Dave
Garnett 2, P.Serbert 1.

TIGERS TITLE IN CREWE

by Bill Penningion
HILLSIDE TIGERS WON THE 1973 CREWE LEAGUE

WITH A 100 PER CENT RECORD. Valley Pirates
were second and also won the Crewe Knock~
out Cup, and Crewe Racers finished third.

Graham Tit ley won the Crewe individual
championship with a 15-point maximum, and
Steve Hassall was the runner-up, with Jim
Vickerman in third place.

Denton ard Droylsden met ina Division Bo
title decider and after a fiercely-contested
struggle Denton won by 43-45 to take the
champimship for the 3rd successive year.

DROYLSDEN: D, Williams 13,B.Lomax 9,P.0g-
den 6,A.Macklin 5,N.Brocklehuxrst 4,D.Sedd~
on 4, T.Henshall 3, S.Truswell 1. _

DENTON:J .Weaver 13,D,Cawley il G, Taylor
3,4.Taglar 6,1.Burgess 4,M.Kay 3, P.Kay 2.

BECHENHAM LT
ALL THE WAY IN
OUTHERN LEAGLE

BECKENHAM MONARCHS LED ALL THE WAY IN THE
SOUTHERN COUNTIES LEAGUE. They beat their
closest challengers away from home e arly
in the season, and never looked in danger
of being defeated, writes Mick Green.
Restlts and Scorers
TOTTENHA 86(P.Donaghy 17,Cobbin 16,wild-
ash 13), SOUTH LONDON 91 (Leason 1%,
Bireh 16, Major 13); HAYES 97 (Fenton 20,
Lewis 19,Billers 17),STAPLEFORD 79(Savill
15,B.Kemp 13,Day 12);HELLINGLY 29(Hallebon
18,5.Killick 15,T.Killick 15), HAWBUSH 86
(Hopkins 16,Chubb 16,E1flain 16);HAWKINGE
contimied overleaf
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TRAWO0D WIN
N LAST MATCH

by Martin Gamble

BIE SHEFFIELD LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP WAS DE-
CIDED IN THE FINAL FIRST IIVISION FIXTURE,

Sheffield, needing to win, were at Park-
wood and the match was ridden in the cus-
tomary air of rivalvy which existe between
the two teams; the Stars hadn't forgotben
their 46-50 home defeat by Parkwood, =

it was obvious from the start thd nei-
ther team was prepared to take any risks.
;The first five heats saw four 3-3s8, heat
2:being a 4-2 to the Aces, however the
next three heats saw Parkwood extend their
slender lead to a more confortable twelve
points and with some spirited riding from
Pete Smith, Keith Knapton ard Fhil PFarkin
‘they went on to win by 60 points to. 36.

SOUTHERN COUNTIES RESULTS contd. from PV
92 (Riches 16, Colbert 16, G.Hallett 15)
HENDON g8(Harman 18,Wallis 16,Lachazyrma
15);HELLINGLY 82(T.Killick 17,Hollebon 17
S.Killick 15),HENDON 95(Wallis¥/ ,Thompson
17 ,Harman 16) ;HAYES 73(Lewis 14,Thomson
13,Fenton 11);H AWKINGE 105(Colbert 20, G.
Halleth 17 ;Riches 13 );BECKENHAM 94(Came 18
Fromant 16,Leggo l&j,EPPING 82 ( Stevens 16
Lye 14,Palfreyman 14); STAPLEFORD 79{Day
13,3avill 12,B.Kemp 12),BOW 92(Hughes 20
A.Cox 18,Lovelock 17); SOUTH LONDON 97
(Bireh 19,Leason 19,Turvill 13),TOTTE N~
HAM 79(Cobidin 16,Wildash 12 ,Poirting12) ;B0 W
103(A.Cox 20,Lovelock 19,Bugies 17,STARE -
FORD 74(Savill-14,Day 13,Hudson 11);SOUTH
LONDON 81 (Leasm 17,I.Lawracel6 ,Major 13)
BECKENHAM 90(Came 17,Fromant 16,Foy 15);
HENDON 102 (Wallis 19 ,Courts 17,Thonpax1173
TOTTENHAM 75(Cobbin17,Wildash15,Pointing
11); SOUTH LONDON 97(Leason 19, Birch 19
Turvill 13),TOTTENHAM 79(Cobbin 16 Wildash
12,Pointing 12);SOUTH LONDON 108%(Leason
R0,Birch 17, I.Lawrence 14), EP PING 0L
(Goodfellow 16,Stevens 15,Palfreyman 10}
SOUTH TLONDON 108(Leasml20,BirchZF%I;Law—
rence 15),HAWKINGE 70(Riches 16,Colbart 12),

The Stars never gave up trying, especi-
ally Phil White and Ray Carlton, but with
Lss Frost leading the way with a maximum,

- Parkwood took the title and had won their

first-ever trophy.

PARKWOOD: L.Frost 11,P.Smith 11 ,K.Knap-
ton 10, L.Ward 9, M.Gamble 8,G.Galloway 5
FP.Parkin 4, S.Stringer 2.

SHEFFIELD:R, Carlton 10,P.White 9,P.Chap-
man 5, J.Gallagher 4, Ralph Ha st ings 3,
D.Pryor 3, G.Freeman 2, S.Gartland O.

Final Table ,

P. W, D. L. For Agst Pts
PARKWOOD ..... 8 8 0O 0O 519 . 248 16
‘Sheffield .... 8 6 0 2 460 302 12
Beclesfield .. 8 4 0 4 395 370 &
Wadsley ...... 8 1 07 306 457 2
Stradbroke ... 8 1 07 282 3535 2

Even if they've lost their First Divis-
ion title, Sheffield became Division Two
champions for the second successive year,
by defeating Wadsley by 48 pe inbs to 30,
spearheaded by maximums from Ray Carlton
and Phil White. '

WADSLEY :D. Thorp 9,B.Green 7,5.Gillespie
6, M.Bamforth 4, J.Barton 2, M,Dunn 2.

SHEFFIELD: R.Carlton 14, P.White 13,
Ralph Hastings 9,G.Freeman 6,S.Gartland 6,

Final Table
& P, W. D. L., For Agst Pts
SHEFFIELD .... 8 8 0 0O 443 181 16
Parkwood ..... 8 6 0 2 337 266 12
Wadsley ...... 8 3 1 4 280 314 7
Ecclesfield .. 8 2 1 5 276 301 5
Stradbroke ... 8 0 0 8 127 491 O

2 TAES ™ PHIL WHITE
HINES IN INDIVIDUAT
on INEs IN INDIVIDUAL
PHIL WHITE WON THE SHEFFIELD INDIVIDUAL
CHAMPTONSHIP, HELD ON HIS OWN TRACK. .
Second was last year's champion, Deni s
Naylor, with John Gallagher third.
The junior final at Wa dsley was won by
Ray Carlton and second was Phil White who
beat Glen Galloway into third place after

a run-off, Fourth-placed rider was Ececles-
field's Glyn Stringer.
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AEVIN RETHNS MANCHESTER  TITLE

OFFERTON'S KEVIN GREENHALGH RETAINED HIS MANCHESTER INDIVIDUAL CEAMPIONSHIP TITE IN
THE FINAL AT GORTON. Kevin lcst once - it heat 1 - to Steve Whitehead of Denton, wha

was runher-up, with Derek Garnett third.

Un the dry track there were plenty of
falls., Whitehead had four wins but hit
the dust attempting to pass Geoff Widdop
in heat 14, and Garnett set off with two
wins but also came down when he tried to
ride round Jeff Weaver in heat 10.

Scoreboard :K.Greenhslgh 14pts, ,S. White~
head 12,D.Garnett 11, D, Carter 10,5.Wnlting
9,F.finnigan 8,P.Serbert &,F.Rothwell 7,
D.Reid 6,J.Bailey 6,J.Watling 6,G. Widdop
&, G.Russell 5,K.Taylor 5, I.Fearnley 4,
J.Weaver 4.

oteve Whitehead also retained the MAN-
CHESTER JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP by scoring a
faultless maximam. Tan Fearnley took the
runner-up spotwith 14 points and National
Junior Champion Jim Brethwas 3rd with 13.

At (fferton, the surprise winner of the
CONSOLATION TROPHY was Droylsden's Paul
Ogden with 12 points. Gorton rider Roger
Farrell with 11 snatched second plae from
Woodside's Fred Rothwell by half-a-point.

Dentun's John Watchman won the STOCKPORT
TROPHY at Offerton for the second time,
after a rin-df with Dave Reid. Third was
John Watling who has now been placed five
times in seven years, ezh time with 12pts.

Scoreboard: J.Watchman 13point, D.Reid

A3,J . Watling 12,K,Greenhalgh 11,D.Garnett
11,F.Rothwell 11,J.Bailey 8,J.Whiting 8,

Dave Garnett 7,A.Macklin 5,8.Mills 5,DNy~
lor 5, D.Morris 4,P.Dent 3, G.Russell 2.

Ridden at Woodside, the IVY¥ HOUSE TROPHY
was won by Derek Garnett. Maxhester riders
filled the first four positions.

seoreboard:D.Garnett 14points,J.Watling
12,K.Greenhalgh 11,G.Russell 11,K.Taylor
10,Dave GarnettlG,F.Rothwell 9,D.Naylor 9
F.Rushworth 6, M.Tillotson 6,P.Serbert 5
N.Brocklehurst 4,D.Carter 4,I.Fearniey 3
J.Brett 3, C.Ormondreoyd 2.

The XEN EYRE HANDICAP TROFHY held at
Gorton was wonby Woodside's Fred Rothwell
after a three rider run-off against Steve
Mills of Gorton and Derek Garnetbwho all
returned eleven point scores.

[ 1 |
by Brian Buck
RON WATTERS IS THE NEW BIRMINGHAM SENIOR CHAMPION, The former Wembley and Hackney
rider who now lives at Smethwick and races Ffor Oldbury Lions defeated his team-mate
Steve Clarke in a deciding race after both had scored 14 points. Watters came from

the back in the run-off to become the first Lions man to win the Birmingham Champ~
lonship since Gerald Sedgley's success back in 1959, And in the final at Peryy Hall

first-year Kingstending rider Paul Timms

Scoreboard:R. Watters 1/points, S.Clarke
14,P.Timms 12,7 McLaughlin 11,P.Hirmns 10
P.Beker 10, T.Bastable 8, J.Drummond 7
P.Higgs 6,M.Hipkiss 6,T.Astley 4,C.Aston
4y M.Kelly 4, C.Robbing 3, D.Heathcock 3
C.Nash 3, G.Hickman G.

Steve Clarke relinquished his two-year
holid on the under-17s' ALAN HUNT CUP when
he could manage no betier than fourth place
at the Sedgley final. Home rider Peter
Baker and Kingstanding's Dave Crutehley

deservedly took third place with 12 points.

tied for first place with 13 points each
and Baker won the decider. And Bwil Timms
again with twelve points, was third.

Scoreboard:P.Baker 12points,D.Crutchlsy
12,¥,Timms 11,3.0larke 11,M.Kelly 9,C.Nash
8,K.Rubery 8,W.Baker 7,A.Rose’7,N.Lines 6
P.Hemming 6,J.Drummond 6,J .Homer 5,G.Ast-
oen 4, T.Wills 4, K.Dayis 2, M.Penn O.

At Perry Hall, the final of the Bimingham
under-15s' Championship for the BRADY CUP

continued overleaf,
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MARSHAM  FIRST AGHIN IN EAST ANGLIR

DIVISION 1 :MARSHAM 57(P.Baxter 13,P.Medler 12),BRANDON 51(Rich Godbold 12);GALLEY 66

(Rix 14, Pryke 12, Whitham 12), WITNESHAM 41 (M.Sparrow 11); SPIXWORTH 34{Kirk 11),

GALLEY 72(Witham 15,Pryke 14,Rix 12);MARSHAM 59(P.Baxter 13),WITNESHAM 49(Overall 11).
P

. W D. L. For Agst  Pts

MARSHAM ....... ... 16 16 0o 0 974 746 32
Galley .eeeeeo..... 16 11 0O 5 9195  796F 22
Brandofl seevevonses 16 8 0 8 877 837 16

" Witnesham ........ . 16 4 0 12 802 918 8
Spixworth ........ . 16 1 o 15 721%  996F 2

DIVISION 2: TRIMLEY 57(Bob Smith 14,A.Algar 12), CLAYDON 51(D.Morgan 12,Turner 10);
DEBENHAM 50(Woods 11),CLAYDON 58(D.Morgan 14,Stannard 13);TRIMLEY 73(Goodchild 12),

HETHERSETT' 35; SOUTH WALSHAM 38 (Parkins 15,Williams 11}, WOODBRIDGE 70(Frost 113
DEBENHAM 42 ,TRIMLEY 66(A.Algar 15,Rob Smith 15,Giles 11);HETHERSETT 67 (Bulcock 13

)s

Arfield 12), SOUTH WALSHAM 4O (Parkins 1/,Williams 10); HETHERSETT beat DEBENHAM on
default; CLAYDON 53 (D.Morgan 13, Sutton 12), WOODBRIDGE 55 (Jay 15, French 10);

WOODBRIDGE 63 (Turley 14, Bolton 12, Jay 12),

F. W.

" WOODBRIDGE ....... . 10 10
Irimley .....c..... ic = g8
Claydon se.eeoncaa. 10 5
Hethersett ........ 10 3
Debenham ......... . 10 3
South Walsham ..... 10 0

TRIMLEY 45 (Rob Smith 14).

D. L. for Agst  Pts
0o o 6665 410k 20
0 2 638 441 16
1 4 5475 532% 11
1 6 94 567 7
o 7 445 614 6
0 10 R65 652k O

DIVISION 3: WLTNESHAM-"B" 37(7.Emsden 15),GRUNDISBURGH 71(Harvey 15);WOODBRIDGE "B®
65(Bolton 15,Norton 14),CLAYDON "B" 42; CLAYDON "B" 53(Cook 11),BRANDON "B" 53 ( M,
Squires 12,P.Squires I1,Rob Godbold ll);CLAYDON "g" 44(Feaviour 12),GRUNDISBURGH 64
(Ray Smith 13,Rob Smith 12);WOODBRIDGE "B" 81(Norton 15,Falconer 14),TRIMLEY "BN 26
WITNESHAM "B" 54(Finch 13),CLAYDON "B" 54(Turner 14);WOODBRIDGE "B" 60(Falconer 15

BRANDON "B" /8(M.Squires 12);BRANDON "B" 45(Rob Godbold 13) ,GRUNDISBURGH 63(Hart 13;

BIRMINGHAM CHAMPTIONSHIPS, contd, from P.9
produced some interesting racing and
an entertaining meeting even though fav-
ourite Carl Nash from Xingstanding was rot
extended and won the tropy with a 15-point
meximum, Kingstanding's Glyn Palmer took
second place with 14 peaints and Oldbury's
Paul Whitehouse with 13 pants was third.

BIRM INGHAM LEAGUE "KP TEN" RACE AVERAGES
1. PAUL TIMMS (Perry Hall) ...... 2.71

2. Jim Drummond (0ldbury) ....... 2.52
3. Peter Dalley (Oldbury) ....... 2.50
4. Garl Nash (Kingstanding) .....
5. Dave Hobson (Kingstanding) ... 2.19
6. Graham Glover (Sedgley) ...... 2.00
7. Peter Baker (Sedgley) ........ 1.98
8., Graham Smith (Sedgley) ....... 1.97
9. Dave Morgan (Pedmore% tesavese 1.96
Geoff Hickman (Sedgley) ...... 1.91

GRUNDISBURGH 67(Fob Smith 15,Hart 15),WIT -
NESHAM "B" 41; GRUNDISBURGHE 70 (Hart 13),
CLAYDON "B" 38 (Crawford 11);GRUNDISBURGH
73(Harvey 15,Rob Smith 13);WOODBRIDGE "B"
35; WITNESHAM "B" 58 (I1lott 13,Finch 10)
WOODBRIDGE "B" 50(Waters 10);WXDBRIDGE "B"
55{Falconer 14),WITNESHAM "B" 53{Love 12);
WITNESHAM "B" 513(Finch 11,Farnish 9, P.
Emsden 9}, TRIMLEY "B" 564 (Goodehild 15,
Revell 12,Hilbton 9); IRIMLEY "B" 5/{Good~
child 15,D.8mith 13,J.Algar 9), WITNESHAM
"B" 54(Davey 10); GRUNDISBURGH 67(Hart 13
Jessup 11),BRANDON "B" 4O(M.Squires 11);
TRIMLEY "B" /6 ,GRUNDISBURGH 62(Hunting 14
Hart 14, Harvey 12, Potter 10); WITNESHAM
"B" 41(I1lott 12),BRANDON "B" 66(Rob God-
bold 14%, P.Squires 14,M.Squires 135 ,Brne
10);WOODBRIDGE "B" 42(Waters 13,Boltonll)
GRUNDISBURGH 66 (Hart 13); BRANDON "B" 67
(P.Squires 15, Mayhe w14, M.Squires 13),

~CLAYDON "B" 41(G.Morgan 11);CLAYDON "B'58

(Grimwood 12), TRIMLEY "B" 50{Hilton 13).
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SPORT SURVIVES
N SCOTLANG

JOHN LEAMON OF SPLXWORTH IS THE NEW CHAMP- AFTER CYCLE SPEEDWAY COLLAPSED MID-SEASON

ION OF EAST ANGLIA. After losing to Mike
Parkins in his first ride, he was given a
second chance when the ex~World Champion
was beaten by Trirley's Rob Smith in heat
20, ard he led from the gate in the run—off,

Scoreboard
JOHN LEAMON (Spixworth) ....... ceees 14
Mike Parkins (South Walsham) ....... 14
Mike Pryke (Galley) .uvivievevavonas 12
Billy Whitehouse (Marsham) ......... 11
Rob Smith (Trimley) ....... veeeneare 9
Dave Whitham (Galley) ..ieveweo.. cie. B
Willy Kirk (Spixworth) ........... e 7
Timmy Emsden (Witnesham) ....ee... e 7
Tan Jay (Woodbridge) viveveeeeveesns 6
Mick Sparrow (Witnesham) ......... . b
Alan Marshall (Brandon)} ....eveses.. 6
Richie Godbold (Brandon) ...... ceens B
Mean Mgar {(Trimley) .vvvvvesuisnsss e 5
Tony Whitehouse (Marsham) .....e.... 4
Peter Pease (South Walsham) ........ 3
Eddie Webster (Debenham) ..... O |

Rider of the Year Points: John Leamon 3
Mike Parking?2, Mike Pryke 1.

EAST ANGLTAN LEAGUE DIVISION 3 FINAL TABLE

. P, W. D. L. For Agst Pts
GRUNDISBURGH ..10 10 0 © 668 410 20
Woodlridge 'B" . 10 6 1 3 567 511 13
Brandon "B" ,, 10 5 1 4 553 521 11
Claydon "B" .. 10 3 2 5 491 586 8
Witteshem "B" .. 10 1 2 7 478% 599% 4
Irimley "B" .. 10 1 2 7 4735 603% 4

NORFOLK MID-WEEK LEAGUE
SOUTH WALSHAM 52 (Pease 14, Parkins 14)
HETHERSETT 56(Perkins 14,Bulcock 11); HETH-
ERSETT 36 ,NORWICH 72(Piltrow 14, P.Boxall
14,R.Boxall 13); NORWICH 60% (Burrell 15

Hannant 12), HETHERSETT 47} (Brown 10);
NORWICH beat SOUTH WALSHAM on defaul b,

P, W. D. L. For Agst Pts
NORWICH ...... 6 6 0 0 424k 205% 12
Spizworth - .... 6 4 O 2 339 308 8§
Hethersett ... 6 1 0 5 271d 3765 2
South Welsham , 6 1 © 5 242 387 2

IN GLASGOW, IT SEEMED THAT THE S PORT WAS
FINISHED IN SCOTLAND, writes John Speirs.
However, the break hasn't done any harm
as a hastily-arranged AGM on February 17
proved that there is sufficient interegt
to gtart up the league again with four or
five teams, Concern for the sport's sur-
vival in Scotland has created a new atmo-
gphere in which everyone here now realis es
the nsed for their fullest co~operation.
A1 experienced riders will be pooled in
an e ffort to balance out team streng ths
as far as possible, and avoid hawving any
tean as powerful as Kingsway Knights have
been during the past two seasons. Though
standards undoubtedly will be much lower,
this of course is of secondary importance,

TURIUAY THACK
JEC ION 50UN 7/

by Gordon Ward
TORQUAY'S WATCOMBE GULLS CYCLE SPEEDWA

CLUB ARE ANXIOUSLY AWAITING THE OUTCOME OF
THELR AFPLICATION FOR A NEW TRACK-SITE,
It has already been passed by the Ree-
reation Committee, but needs app roval by
the full Council which meets early March.
Bince losing their previous ground, the
Gulls have been sharing the Shaldon track.

NEW UXFORD LEAGUE

by John Vallis .

A new Oxford League is being formed ag «
result of renewed interest sparked off by
the .success last season of the Headley.and
Horspath Clubs. Six teams comprising main-
ly Tirst-year riders are expected to enter.
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. by Hon Johnson
AFTER ONLY TWO SEASONS IN THE HOME COUNTIES

QXFORD'S HEADLFY HAWKS ARE IEAUE CHAMPIONS.
Pinal teblie:- ’

P W D L Tor Agst Pts
HEADLEY. .,... 1613 1 2 962§ 756} 34
Estuary ..... 1613 0 3 991 722 32
Basildon .... 16 5 011 84 879 13
Tolworth .....16-5 011 738 975 13
Uxbridge .... 16 4 012 763 952L 11

‘Headley also won the Home Counties Four
a—-gides, were finalists in the Knock-out
Cup, and Ian Blunt won the Home Counties'
Junior individual championship.

The Oxford Club were the pacemakers for
practically the whole season despite los-
ing the services for several weeks of John
Vallis through illness and Kim Waddup who
sustained a broken cocllarbone. And they
keptup te pressure right to the end of the
geason with fine away wing at Estuary and
Uxbridge to clinch the title.

HOME COUNTIES IEAGUE. HEADLEY 63(J.Vallis
14,D.Vallis 12 ,Waddup 9),ESTUARY 45(Hockey
12,Wright 9);ESTUARY 60(Hockley 14,Nevard
13,Hemsley 9),TOLWORTHE /8(Hexrbert 12,John-
son 10); TOLWORTH 29 (Kirk 12),ESTUARY 78
(Nevard 1/4,Hockley 12,Wright12,Symonds 11
Currey 10);ESTUARY 72(Nevard 15,Hockley 15
Wright 11),UXBRIDGE 35(Stone 10); ESTUARY
53(Hockley 14,Wright 9,Hemsley SS,HEADLEY
54, (D.Vellis 13, J.Vallis 10, Waddup 9).

HOME_COUNTIES A~A-SIDE SHIELD, HEADLEY /8
(Waddup 15,Hall12,D,Vallis 12,Hodgkins 9},
TOLWORTH 22(Brimson 11,Kitching 5,Mather 5,
Robinson 1),ESTUARY 20(Hemsley 6,Wright 6
Nevard 4,Vining 4), BASILDON 12(P.Johnson
4, Strutt 3, Hodgson 3, Joiner 2).

Mtogether it was a satisfying and reward-
ing season for the young He adley riders.
Althoagh the Home Counties had only a small
Jeague, opposiig teams corfained many very
experienced riders who made the Hawks sarn
every point. With their average age only
175, a bright future is predictable., They
must surely make their prescence felt in
National competitions in the next few years.

HIGH-FLYING ARWAS TOP

0P HOME
COONTIES TABLE

*THE NAME'S THE SAME ... bubt not to be
confused with the Oycle Speedway Council's
Public Relatlons Officer, our reporter Ron
Johngon is the newly-appointed Press Officer
of the Headley Club. From 1947~52 he rode
for Watlington Wagtails in the Oxfordshire
League, returning to the sport in 1970 as
Headley team manager. After two years le
relinquished tre managership to concentrate
on refereeing ukil his new appointment. He
is also chaiman of the new Oxford League.

EHRLSDON WERE

MIDLAND WINNERS

COVENTRY CHAMPENS, EARLSDON HAMMERS WERE
WINNERS OF THE NEW MIDLAND LEAGUE, WITH
STOKE POPTERS OCCUPYING THE SECOND SPOT.
Results & Scorers
WEDNESFIELD 95(Rowe 16,5tallard 15,Baugh
14) ,WHITLEY 81(Bainbridge 16, Trevatt 14
Averns 14);WEDNESFIELD 104{McCormack 19,
M.Pedley 17 ,Stallard 17 ,Hodges 16,Bate m an
16), KINGSTANDING 73(Nash 13,Hobson 13):
STOKE 94(Moss 19,Pennington 16),EARLSDON
78(Hemming 17 ) ; STOKE 91 (Moss 19,Foster 17
Pennington 163, WHITLEY 83 (Jackson 15);
WEDNESFIELD beat BRANDON on default;WED-
NESFIELD .109{Guest 19,Bateman 18,M.Pedley
16,Aris 15,E11is 13), STOKE 68(Moss 13);
STOKE 108 (Moss 20,Hassall 17,Pratt 16),
KINGSTANDING 66({Underhill 15);EARLSDON v
WEDNESFIELD void;KINGSTANDING 70(Nash 14
McLaughlin 14),WEDNESFIELD 101 (McCormack
19.Hodges 17 ,Rathbone 17 ,Stallard 15,Tre-
thouen 14);EARLSDON 96(Turner 19,Hemming
15,Taylor 15),STOKE 71(Moss 16);STOKE 92
(McCue 19,Moss 17,Foster 16) ,WEDNESFIELD
8/ (Stallard 16); WHITLEY v STOKE void;
KINGSTANDING 65 (Nash 15), STOKE 106(Moss
20, Fogter 20, McCue 155.
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leading in the final ... then Powell is in a pile-up

McUUNHLD THHES RUSSIE TITLE

from MICK HARLEY
ONE HUNDRED RIDERS INCLUDING ELEVEN FROM PERTH IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA, WHO CAME 1,700
MILES BY BUS, AND-ENGLISH TIMMTIGRANTS EDDIE FORDHAM- AND RICHARD FOWELL , TOOK PART IN
THE 1973-4 AUSTRALIAN CYCLE SPEEDWAY CHAMPIONSHIPSHELD AT FINDON, SJALGF JANUARY 20,

The weather was not in our favour as it was a hot and humid 9OOF.

Eddie Fordham,

who had driven himself 1,000 miles from Sydney , NSW, to compete in the championship
didn't mind the hot weather but poor Richard suffered. The programme of Open,; Junior

and Midget title events went on for a non-stop mammoth 5k-hours.

Finsg

in the Open fina
Donsald, 2n

Gre

Richards. 3rd, John Stano

1led by F jders
ne and Ath. Brisn Morris.

BUT IT WAS THE FORMER -‘THURROCK BOY, RICHARD FOWELL, WHO DESPITE FATLING TO GET A
SEMI-FINAL PLACING ALMOST BECAME THE NEW AUSTRALIAN CHAMPION AT HIS FIRST ATTRMPT.

Let me explain ... in our championships
riders have to come 1st, 2nd or 3rd in el~
imination heats to quelify for the prelim-
inary final. From this stage they go into
the semi-final and then on to the final.

But there are repecharge heals fdllowing
the elimination heats, and after the pre-
liminary final and semi~final to give the
riders a second chance, There are eight
riders in each race, including the final.

Eddie Fordham started ocut on his English
bike but found he waspushing like hell and
getting nowhere so he borrowed one of our
bikes. Then he recde great and it wasn't
until the semi-final repecharge that he was
eliminated.

Richard Fowell rode bomowed bikes all
day. He didn't get a placing in the semi-
fingl heat and his last chance to get into
the final was to finish lst or 2ad in the
semi-final repecharge. In the repecharge
he came second, beating Eddie Fordham by
about six inches.

- In the semi—final Richard drew barrier A
and the race had tc be restarted se ven
times due to Richard cubtthg off the inside
riders.ln the process he wrote off four of
his borrowed bikes, and thats a record of
"wipe ocuts" of machines at a race~start.

Richard was chatted by the Chief Stmmrd
three times for "dangerous® riding T gather
racing is much more robust in the UK. Amy-
way as it's hard to change a racing style
quite a bit of leniency was shown to both
Fichard and Eddie.

In the final Richard drew barrier 4 again
and he bounced into an early lead with the
1,000 crowd going wild cheering him on...
then on the second lap he went down on the
corner and Findon rider Graham McDonald
took the lzad, and the title.

As Richard went down he was hit by the
other seven bikes as the riders were all
bunched up, and it's a wonder he managed
to walk off the track. If he had not been
wearing a crash helmet, he could have endal
up in hospital. Helmets are compulsory in
cycle speedwasy in Australia.

Richard was obvicusly very disappointed
at being so close to becoming Australian
champion. He went back to Sydney bearing
quite a few scars and vowing that be would
be back for the South Australian title at
the end of this year, and the 1975 Aussie
Championships in January next year.

Eddie Fordham glso thinks our racing is
great. lle'll also be back for next year's
championship and he is thinking serioudy
about coming to South Australia te race a
full season at Findon.

AUSolES HERE N 1374

THE AUSTRALTANS ARE FLANNING TC VISTT THE
UK IN 1975 FOR INIERNATTONALS AND MATCHES
AGATNST CLUB SIDES. They are due to arrive
in London on April 30 and will stay three
months - full details in thenext SPOKESMAN
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GARNETT IN ACTION

Derek leads Colin
Wheeler and Brian
Gilliland {(Hors -
path) in a heat of
the 1971 E.P.Litt
Trophy at Oxford,
which he went on
to win ...

OVER 100 CYCLE SPEEDWAY RIDERS AND OFFICIALS, PAST AND PRESENT, GATHERED AT CHAPEL
HOUSE HOTEL, DENTON, TO PAY TRIBUTE 10 A MAN WHO HAS GIVEN OVER TWENTY-ONE YEARS TO
THE SPORT AS A RIDER, TBAM MANAGER, AND LEAGUE OFFICTAL,

The man 1s Derek Garnett, who has retired from racing at 36 years of age, He was
presented with an automatic tea-maker on behalf of Manchester, Stockport and Dist -
rict Cycle Speedway Association by the chairman, Jimmy Cobain. On behalf of the
Offerton Club, Derek was presented with a watch by his former Offerton and England

team partner, Tony Hardy.

The presentation was kept a secret from
Derek, It was just like being on "This is
Your Life" he said, with wife June who was
"in" on the secret msking up all sorts of
stories to get him to the hotel where all
his friends were waiting.

Derek was w ithout doubt very mowved by
the procesedings, and when he had got over
the shock, and tried to thank everyone,
for once he was alwosgt at a loss for words,

LPerek first became nationally famous
when in his second National final at Fleet
he took third place and apart from his two
years National Service he has appeared in
every final since 1955, winning the title

four times, and being placed second twice
and third three times.

On the international scene,hefirstrode
for England in 1956 and has captained the
England team for the past ten years.

Derek's detemined riding has brought him
over 200 trophies in individual and team
events all over the country, andinder his
rider-management, the team he formed and
has managed since 1952, Offerton Devils,
became the country's most successful side.

Mthough retiring from racing Derek will
still manage the Offerton Club andwill also
continue in office as vice-chairman of the
Manchester, Stockport and Distriet Leage

SPOKESMAN cycle speedway magazine is edited and published by Harcld Smith, 39, Dyas

Road, Great Barr, Birmingham, Bi4 95G.

Telephone: 021-360 2314
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