1971 Seascn's Prospects Reviewed

ENGLISH LEHGUE - OFL
: UW FUR EAPHNSION /

The decision of the ENGLISH LEM}U.E to split into two divisions probably will
cause a few raised eyebrows, but I can see only gocd coming from the move.In every
sport, travelling is a big problem and cycle speedway is no exception, and it is
for this reason more than any other that the English League does not attract app-
lications from more clubs., Looking back through the records, I find that twenty
teams have been associated with the league since its formation in 1960, Of these
twenty, three - SOUTH LONDON HUNTERS, DRAYTON and BROAD OAK - are no longer in ex-
istence and eleven are currently in the competition. The other six are still op-
erating but, significantly, in more localised racing. I realise that in some in-
stances travelling was not the real or only reason for their departure but I am
certain that if, when the league was divided before, it had been done on a geog-
raphical rather than a team strength basis, then HELLINGLY, KINGSTANDING and TUCKS
WOOD at least would still be part of the set-up.

CARDIFF and EXETER, this season's additions after an initial thumbs-down signal
from the member clubs, probably were the English League's last hopes of any new
teams the way things stood and it seemed likely that three clubs would be forced
to withdraw because they were unable to commit themselves to the excess trawvelling.
This would have left a total of eight clubs to contest the sport's major league
title, However, with the new system the possibilities are endless., I agree, first
impressions make it appear like a retrograde step and for one season, possibly two,
clubs will be worse off = in the number of league matches, that is = but I am con-
vinced that clubs which in the past would have been put off by the prospect of a
400=-mile round trip for one league matech, will now see things in a wholly differ-
ent light.

The WESTERN FEGION appear to have the hardest job of finding new teams for while
there seems to be a ready-made source of supply in the LONDON area for the EASTERN
REGION, apart from HUNGERFORD, EXMOUTH and a couple of junior teams in DEVON, raw
material in the West is non-existent. It seems likely that HORSFATH and any other
teams that may emerge from the OXFORD area will eventually have to be transferred
to the West if they are to keep pace with their opposite numbers in the East, for
it is in this part of the country that I expect things to really snowball.

Eleven teams in two sections are better than eight in one to my way of thinking
and by the same token, sixteen in two is better than eleven in one, and in the con-
fident hope that this will become fact in a few seasons time, I congratulate the
league on an extremely wise, albeit late move,

Loocking at the relatiwe team strengths, I can see a very interesting competition
emerging which will be climaxed by a two-legged inter-regional final at the end of
the season.

In the West, BRISTOL get my vote as the team most likely to succeed. The reigning
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continued from previous page

champs look very strong in all departments and quite frankly, I can't see anything
or anyone stopping them from making it two championship wins in a row. The loss of
British Champion, KEITH LYONS is well compensated by the arrival of Scottish Cham-
pion, TAM LOW, and with BOB MARTIN and NEIL TULLBERG the only other absentees from
last year's squad, barring a miracle the trophy must end up at Airport Foad.

Their most likely challengers appear to be SOUTHAMFTON although their line-up is
by no means certain, COLIN WHEELER, JOHN HOCKING, CLIVE McCORMICK,and COLIN and
GRAHAM SUTTON of last year's team are certain starters but ERNIE RANDLE has doubts
about racing this team. A big question mark also hangs over ROD MILLS who missed
the last couple of matches of last season through injury. There could be a bright
spot for the Saints, though. With the league now split and travelling greatly re-
duced, I hear that GRAHAM DAVIES, top scorer of two seasons back, is contemplating
a return to the sport.

Along the coast at BOURNEMOUTH, things appear to be unchanged from last year.The
useful DENNIS MARSH, a British finalist last season, will not be lining up though,
as he 1s emigrating to Australia, but Viscounts have brought BRIAN DOMINEY ,brother
of skipper ALWYN, and a member of the 1967 Division Two Champions side, out of re-
tirement and he should prove an adequate replacement. Great things are expected
of DEREK ENIGHT at Iford Lane this year and this could also be the year for young
TREVOR HARROD to come good. The young Viscounts will be locking to skipper Alwyn
Dominey for guidance in what looks like being another tough campaign.

Newcomers EXETER seem to have a useful looking side and they could well be chall-
enging for a place among the leaders, as Keith Lyons has returned from Bristol and
the Aces have snapped up EXMOUTH's top man, KEN VINE. With JIM SULLIVAN who only
needs regular racing to make the top grade, and FETE ROFER, JOE MAJOR and GERRY
COLLETT making up the team, the Whipton boys get my vote as the team to watch. The
decision of GEOFF PATMAN to stay with Bristol must have been a great disappoint-
ment, but I still like the look of this Exeter side.

The other newcomers to the league, CARDIFF, have twenty-two riders from which to
pick a winning combination but I feel they lack a top name to be a real force this
year, However, TONY ALLSOP, STUART RAVEN and RICHARD DONOVAN - whom I tip for big
things - will keep the Welsh flag flying high and with experienced backing coming
from GEOFF LLOYD and RAY ISIDORO, the Dragons will not be disgraced in their first
season of English League racing.

Moving to the EASTERN SECTION, TOTTENHAM have doubts about their ability to field
a full team but even if they use a couple of completely untried novices, I feel the
power of JOHN COBEIN, PAUL DONAGHY, RAY BALES and PETE HOOPER will be enocugh to
make them comfortable winners of t his section, DAVE COLLINS is reported to be re-
turning ffom Cyprus, and I alsoc hear that the Kangaroos have signed former Tucks=-
wood skipper, SONNY GARRETT. With JOHN DONAGHY and IAN COIA to make up the number
and MALC READING still available when required, I can't see that the North London-
ers are as badly off as they think and as I say, should win their section quite
comfortably.

The greatest danger will undoubtedly come from SOUTH LONDON, now managed by 1969
British Champion, KELVIN WILSON. The Rangers have a number of top-class riders,
and I believe they only lack the leadership of a man in the DEREK BACON mould to
achieve greatness again. Perhaps Wilson is the man to put them on the right track
again and certainly the nucleus is there. ARTHUR ELLIS, KEN DARE and Wilson hime=
self form a fine spearhead and with only DAVE ELLIS, to my knowledge, missing from
last year's line-up, they'll take some beating, particularly if PAUL LEESON main-
tains his rapid rate of progress.

There 1s a definite air of enthusiasm at HORSPATH where team manager FETE WHITE
feels this could be the Hammers' year. continued on page 6
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OME CONTIES  LERGIF
AT BY CLUB CLOSURE

TWO OF THE SFORT'S OLDEST CLUBS, WHIFFS CROSS COMETS AND RAYNES PARK TIGERS, HAVE
DISBANDED, writes Len Kitching.

As Hackney Cheetahs have joined the Southern Counties League and The Monarchs are
gtill track building, the 1971 Home Counties League is reduced to seven clubs: Est-
uary Eagles, Hendon Aces, Newham Hammers, Flaistow Pirates, Sutton Saints,Tolworth
Tudors and Uxbridge Pirates.

To augment the fixtures, in addition to the usual league, knock-out cup and ind-
ividual competitions, clubs will be divided into two geographical league groups to
contest the Spring Cup, with group winners riding off the final,

At the Home Counties AGM, Bill Punter did not seek re-election as treasurer, and
his place has been taken by Dave Flemming. Glynn Brimson shocked everyone by re-
signing as league recorder with the opening matches only weeks away. General sec-
retary, Robin Huggins will carry out the recorder's duties until someone is found
to £i11 the post.

The League Committee inspected every track in February and reported that every
club had made an effort to improve their track. The Whipps Cross and Raynes Park
tracks will not be lost to the sport, as Newham will be riding at Temple Mills Lare
(see Les Mitchell's report on page 9) and Sutton at Morden Park.

Tolworth will lose their track later in the year under a council scheme to lewvel
the waste ground on which it is sited. This after a winter's work in which a con=
siderable amount of money and effort has been spent. However, a new site will be
provided and in the long term the club should benefit as council help in construct-
ion will be forthcoming.

Challenge match results: EPFING 51 (Stevens 13, Beattie 9, Whitbread 9),TOLWORTH
45 (Ford 13, Robinson 8, Brooks 5); HAWBUSH 79 (Fromant 15, Burton 14, Bloxham 11),
TOLWORTH 29 (Kirk 9); HENDON 46 (Wallis 12, Bray 8, Honour 6), TOLWORTH 50 (Kirk 1l
Herbert 11, Watson 9); BECKENHAM 88 (Foy 20, Leggo 13, Came 13), TOLWORTH f_baga.m
17, Kirk 16, Harrie 11); HAWBUSH "B" 57 (Diamond 14, Beecham 11, Woolnough 9),TOL-
WORTH "B" 51 (G.Evans 13, Gould 10, Harris 9); HENDON "B" 42 (Bray 14, Forbes 11,
Thompson 6), TOLWORTH "B" 36 (Mather 12, G.Evans 9, Anderson 6); BECKENHAM "B" /2
(Vane 10, Blakeley 8, Bartlett 8), TOLWORTH "B" 74 (Mather 16, G.Evans 15, Robin=
son 14).

NACSA CHAVPONSHIPS 1971 DATES

National Team Championship: Round 1 on May 23, Round 2 on June 20, Quarter-finals
on August 2, Semi-finals on September 5, Final on September 19. Nationsal Junior Team
Championship: Found 1 on June 13, Round 2 on July 12, Semi-finales on August 15,
Final on September 18, National Tndividual Championships: Round 1 on May 9, Round
2 on June 6, Quarter-finals on July 4, Semi-finals on August 22, Senior final on
September 12, Junior final on September 19.

-.5-




Peter MacHilty, continued from page 4

The OXFORD LEAGUE will provide Hammers
with plenty of juniors and with all of
last year's team plus WALLY GRANT - his
suspension now lifted - available again,
he could be right., I can't see them be-
ing strong enough to topple Tottenham or
South London but they should finish third.

NORWICH, without star man ard skipper,
CLIVE HURRELL, could find things a little
tough particularly as it is rumoured that
their other big gun, GLEN NORTON, is seek-
ing a move. I can't see this happening
though and I expect to see Glen taking
hies place in the Stars' line-up. The
Hellesdon side will still be attractive
visitors though and they shouldn't lose
many home matches.

EDMONTON seem resigned to the wooden
spoon but I suspect a little kidology
from manager VIC COWELL here. Monarchs,
although losing LES WESTWOOD, GRAHAM WOOD
ALAN EMMETT, STEVE ROEBENS and ROB ENG-
LAND, can still call on old hands MICK
JEFFERY , DEREK WILLS, BRIAN ROEBENS and
FRED BOUTTELL and these four should see
them home in matches at Montagun Road. I
think they'll struggle a bit on the away
tracks but don't be surprised if the
club doesn't suddenly produce a big name
signing; it wouldn't be the first time.

THURROCK showed considerable promise
in some matches last year and if they
werd able to field their strongest side
at all times, I'm sure they would hand
out a few shocks this term.However, man-
ager BILL GILL still has this selection
problem and it looks like yet another
tough season for the Hacers.Bright spot
for the Essexmen though could come in
the shape of JOHN GRAY. This youngster
seems to be a shining prospect and I
fully expect him to go on to become the
Racers' best-ever rider.

SHEFFIELD CHANGE
oherkeLL LNt
SHEFFIELD STARS new secretary is Hobert

Hastings, 79, Horninglow Road,Sheffield,
S5 68B, Yorkshire.

* An up-to-date Club Directory will be
published in SFOKESMAN 23,out on May 22.

WHITLEY WIN
1T HORSPATH

After a great display at Whitley,where
they lost by only two points, Horspath
could be excused for expecting to winan
their own track in their return pre sea
son friendly, writes Igm Allott.

But due to a combination of poor gat-
ing and tactical errors - on the track-
plus a Whitley side gating well, it was
not to be, Whitley were 78-76 winners.

Early exclusions, three in three heats,
allowed Horspath to gain a nine-point
lead by heat 7, but by heat 14 the wvis=-
itors were four up.

In the nominated, although Horspath's
star Peter White finally passed his Rm-
gers' counterpart, Les Grimes, for the
second time in the mateh, his partner
Gordon Thomas, pulling the wrong gear,
just couldn't make it.

HORSPATH: P.White 16, G.Thomas 13, B.
Gilliland 11, B.Shapley 11, T.Boaler 9,
P.Doyle 2, J.Vallis 6, N.Whistler 2.

WHITLEY: L.Grimes 16, R.Dennis 13, G.
Loveridge 12, R.Francis 10, J.Harrison
2, P.Jackson 8, A.Ludford 6, L.Glover 5.

With Nigel Whistler, John Vallis and
Tom Boaler not available, Horspath's
visit to Bristol for a challenge with
the English League champions looked to
be a likely repeat of their 1970 visit
when they failed toc beat a Lions rider
in 16 heats. However, a surprise tele-
phone call led to ex-England star, Bill
Savage, joining the team and thanks toa
great heat 9 win over Dave Massey and
Bob Martin, the Hammers were not dis-
graced, Some great riding from the back
especially by Gordon Thomas and Barry
Shapley also made this a good match to
watch.

Geoff Patman; who had two great races
with Bill Savage; Tam Low and Roger Daw-
ey all went unbeaten for the Lions, and
for the visitors Thomas, Shapley and
Savage livened things up on occasions.
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LEICESTER  LAOE

Bt i POINT

At Airport Road, English League and Gold Cup winners, Bristol, narrowly defeated
Northern Fremier League runners-up, leicester, by 73-77, writes

The opening heats were disastrous for Leicester as Parsons fell in heats 1 and 4
and Davey and Massey took a 7-3 over Neale and Taylor in heat 3, so that Bristol

led by twelve points after four heats.

However, Cobley and Heath stopped the
rot In heat 5, gaining a 7-2 when Brig=-
tol's new signing, Tam Low, fell.

Leicester then slowly closed the gap,
with Ward and Chatwin and then Taylor ad
Chatwin working hard for 6-4s.

Heat 13 was the point where Leicester
locked as if they could win the matech;
Patman, so far unbeaten, was trailing be-
hind Ward and Glover, Starting the secad
lap he rode round Glover on the straight
and attempted to go under Ward going inp
the bend, He couldn't find enough room
and fell, leaving Ward and Glover with a
7=3.

At the nominated heat Bristol were one
point up and they had gates 1 and 3.

Farsons and Ward lined up against Fat-
man and Davey. Parsons off grid 4 man-
aged to get round Davey but he could not
cateh the flying Fatman, so the match
ended with a one-point win for Bristol.

BRISTOL: G.Patman 17, R.Davey 16, M.
Curtis 10, R.Lowery 9, C.Sprague 3,T.Low
8, D.Massey 8, K.Lovell 4.

LEICESTER: B.Ward 14, H.Glover 13, C.
Taylor 12, B.Heath 12, S.Cobley 10, K.
Neale 10, D.Parsons 9, S5.Chatwin 7.

% If the mateh had been ridden under the
3=2=1-0 scoring system, the result would
have been a draw, 48-48.

continued from previous page.

Seorers in the EBristol v, Horspath
match were as follows:-

BRISTOL (97):G.Patman 16, T.Low 15, R.
Davey 14, B.Martin 14, D.Massey 13, R.
Lowery 11, C.Sprague 9, K.Lovell 5.

HORSPATH [ﬁgi: B.Shapley 13, G.Thomas
12, B.Savage 11, B.Gilliland 9, F.White
7, F.Doyle 4, T.Little 3, D.Cock 3.

BRISTOL "B" (K,Vine 15, Sposito 14,
Miller 14) beat HORSPATH "B" (Shapley 12,
Cook 10, G.Doyle 9) by 64 points te 53.

8078 TEAM
BEAT BRISTOL

leicester's "B" team who are again com-
peting in Division 2 of the Northern Pre-
mier League, beat Bristel "B" by 83-76.

Bristol ineluded three of their first
team riders - Massey, Curtis and Lowery -
but a1l three seemed tired after the "A"
fixture.

The teams were quite evenly matched and
provided very entertaining racing., Swain
was in good form for Leicester and was
beaded by the opposition only twice in 5
rides. He was well supported by the wnle
team which had no real weak links, even
though sewveral of the riders were taking
part in their first ever mateh.

In fact the whole team shows great pro—
mise and Leicester have high hopes of
winning the National Junior Team Champ=-
ionship this year.

BRISTOL: M.Curtis 16, K.Miller 15, D
Massey 12, K.Vine 12, R.Lowery 11, T.
Kittlety 5, S.Miles 4, T.Lowvell 3.

: P.Swain 17, R.Woolston 12,
C.Taylor 12, B.Adeock 11, B.Hand 11, S.
Potter 10, S.Colton 10, P.Elliott 7.

JEVON STHRT DK

The Devon League programme opens on Mgy
5 with Exmouth at home to Exeter Eagles.
Champions Exeter Aces visit the Eagles an
May 7. In the Devon K.0. Cup, Eagles re-
ceive Dawlish on May 20, and the winners
travel to Exmouth on May 26,
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o From: ERIC ABBOTIT, 8, WESSEX ROAD, TAUNTON, SOMERSET.

I think that the "Rider of the Year" competition should
include any OFEN individidual meeting, irrespective of
whether the meeting contains riders from different areas
or leagues, or any individual meeting in the country.

“ - s And why should the English League get more points for
__-I their Riders Championship than a local, say, Coventry
- League final or Devon League final 7
At least if it was open in this way the competition
| would see many new names instead of the usual John Watch-
man, etc, that we see iIn it every year, In this way,the
competition would be wery hotly contested. Of course,
the usual rules apply, i.e. a list of riders beforehand, a marked programme after.

Harold Smith comments: I feel that Eric Abbott is missing the point about "Open"
individuals, If a meeting is restricted to rlders from one local league only,then
it is not an open event. He also asks why the English Riders Championship final
merits double points in the "Rider of the Year" competition, as does the NACSA Sm-
ior Championship final, and my answer is that the competitors in both of these com=-
parable premier events have guslified for inclusion rather than merely having been
iovited to take part, and the awarding of the additional points to the placed rid-
.ers is a positive way of recognising their achievements. As for comparing the
English Riders Championship with, to quote Eric, the Coventry League or Devon Lea-
gue finals, with due respect there is a vast difference in the standard of perfor-
mance, Finally, to include eyery local league or c¢lub individual would make the
"Rider of the Year" competition extremely difficult and almost impossible to ad-
minister, without employlng an organising secretary and obtaining a guarantee of
100 per cent co-operation from all sections of the sport. Anyway, I am unrepentamt
in repeating my view that past results have always justified the method of running
the competition. Who will disagree that John Watehman, Colin Wheeler, Roger Ellis
and Derek Garnett have all been worthy winners ?

——y

From: PAUL BODLEY, 29, SANDY CRESCENT, ASHMORE PARK, WEDNESFIELD, STAFFS,

I found Colin Wheeler's letter in SPOKESMAN 20 very petty., Speaking for my own
elub, Wednesfield Aces, who sponsor the Wednesfield Carnival Cup, we invited Colin
and several other English League riders to take part, but unfortunately it was on
the same day as an English Riders Championship qualifying round.

Does Colin think that riders of his calibre (and I stress that I have great reg-
ard for his riding ability) should be consulted befare Open Championships are arr-
anged?

I understand that several meetings last year clashed; how doess Colin see a way
to solve this? Before he complains about the present set-up, I suggest that he
supplies some other system, and in the meantime may I take this opportunity to in-
vite Colin to ride in the 1971 Wednesfield Carnival Cup meeting whieh is set for
Saturday, July 10 at 3 p.m. I hope he will come,

From: BARRY SHAFLEY, 10, HERTFORD STREET, OXFORD.

Now that NAGCSA has at last got some go=-ahead people on its Executive, and the
English League has also moved forward again, in a way that loocks bound to attract
new clubs; the "split" certainly encouraging clubs to apply for membership, who be=
fore were put off by the trawvelling entailed; it seems that it won't be long beftre
moves are made by someone to make an acceptable NACSA to which the English League
would affiliate, I would think that both Bill Gill and Harry Glover are elastic
enough in their respective attitudes to our sport to find common ground for dis-
cussion. Let us hope that one of these writes to the other as soon as possible.
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NEWHAM MOVE

[ STRATFURD

The outstanding pre-season development of the sport in the East London area is
the disbandment of the Whipps Cross Comets team, and the successful application of
Newham Hammers to take over the running of their track at Temple Mills Lane,Strat-

ford.

It is truly sad to see such an established club disband and for the first

time in twenty-three years not to see a Whipps Cross team lining up at the beginn-
ing of the new season, but this development eases a lot of Newham's worries,sc far

as track troubles go.

However the outcome of appeals by Les
Mitchell and Newham's rider-manager Mick
Fenn againgt their suspensions has not
been so pleasant; the Home Counties Lea-
gue Committee turned down their requests
for a second hearing at which they could
defend themselves, which was not the cas
when the bans were imposed.

Newham still remain a strong proposit-
ion for any visitors to their new home,
for new manager Steve Brownsell has buil
up a powerful squad with the remaining
members and several riders of the Whipps
Cross team, among them Dawve Lowvell and
Den Perkins, both of whom will take no
time at all to settle down.

Also Charlie Morris, Hammers' captain
of three years ago who has come out of
retirement, makes a welcome addition to
the side.

#* ARE NEWHAM, WITH A RECORD OF UNRULY
BEHAVIOUR, WORTH SAVING; IF SO, HOW CAN
DISEANDMENT BE AVOIDED ?

That was the question we put to read-
ers in the last issue, There was only ae
reply, from Eric Abbott, who said:

"How to save Newham? I think the Hamm-
ers could do with a very strong and very
strict manager, to restore order. If the
riders want cycle speedway, they must
help to keep it., Unruly behaviour is tie
quickest way to lose a track and team,."

SURELY THE SPORT ISN'T SHORT OF MEN
WITH IDEAS; THEN COULD IT BE THAT OTHER
CLUBS ARE COMPLETELY AFATHETIC ABOUT
NEWHAM'S SURVIVAL ?

# Last word and quote from Newham manag-
er, Steve Brownsell: "We not only aim to
win matches on the track but also win
respect this ssason, and lose our alleg-
ed reputation as a bunch of unorganised
and unruly hooligans."

PIRATES ARE
PLUNDEREL

When the Home Counties season opened,
the first team to visit Newham at Temple
Mills Lane were local rivaels, Flaistow
Pirates, in the newly inaugurated Spring
Cup competition, and the Hammers really
put on a championship performance,running
out easy winners by &7-28.

A11 the Newham team rode well but out-
standing were Stu Jago, new skipper Ray
James and Terry Wisbey, all of whom were
unbeaten by opponents. The only Flaistow
rider to score well and ride true to fam
was Martin Jarvis with eight well-taken
points.

NEWHAM: S.Jago 14, T.Wisbey 11, R.James
10, S.Brownsell 10, D.Heales 9, C.Morris
7, D.Lowell 4, R.Goldsbrough 2.

FIAISTOW: M.Jarvis %, J.Tyler 4, J.Gray
4y G.Smart 4, A.Jones 3, G.Pointing 3,
M.Beard 1, F.Gash 1.

In a second=half challenge match it was
one way traffic for the Hammers who were
easy winners, 58<l14.

The Hammers young trio of 1l5-year-olds,
Martin Shaw, Ron Goldsbrough and Reg Dav-
idson, showed up really well.

NEWHAM: L.Mitchell 12, M.Fenn 11, D.
Heales 10, R.Davidson 9, R.Goldsbrough 2,
M,Shaw 8,

ELAISTOW: D.Malyon 4, G.Smart 4,D.Gasm
2, D.,Wildsam 2, M.Beard 1, D.Haggar O.
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