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RENGERS ROCH:

e BUHT

SOUTH LONDON RANGERS SHOCKED ENGLISH CYCLE SPEEDWAY LEAGUE OFFICIALS WHEN THEY IN-

FORMED

THEM OF THEIR I

o WELE Ll

NTENTION TO WITHDRAW

FROM THIS

SEASON'S COMPETITION.

Now only Bournemouth and Thurrock remain of the original eight ﬁms.
Gordon Parkhouse, the South London secretary, sald that the Rangers had been cm-
pelled to resign, following the loss since last season of three three senior squad

riders.

1971 was reckoned to be a vintage year
for the Rangers.

They were convineing winners of the
English League East, though their former
British Champion, Kelvin Wilson,was dis-
appointed and asked for a transfer. This
year, he will be riding for the Hackmey
Cheetahs, newly admitted to the English
League following their Southern Counties
championship sueccess,

In the unrest that developed after his
departure, long-serving clubman Ken Dare
decided to retire.

The third blow to hit South London is
the loss of Ivy House loanee, Ken Tayler,
who had been assisting the Rangers while
working in the capital. This season, he
will be restricted to racing for the Hal-
ifax club,

With so many of South London's remain-

“ing riders being Juniors still at school,

the high cost of long~distance travel in
the English League would have been a big
problem.

So like fellow Londoners-in=-trouble,
Tottenham, Rangers have now applied for
membership of the Southern Lesgue.

HIGH

A decade ago, South London Rangers were
riding high.Their showpiece Garratt Park
eircuit was the venue of the 1960 World
Championship, and that year saw them as
the first winners of the Gold Cup.

The Gold Cup returned to South London
in 1964, and during 1963-4-5, Rangers
equalled Edmonton's record of three wins
in a row in the British League.

CRISIS SFOT NO.2
HAMPUEN TRACH
HAV] |
O NCTION T Fim g

LUSURE THREH]
U LU L

The Glasgow Association faces a worry-
ing time during the close season with the
threatened closure of four of the exist-
ing five tracks in the city, due to road
and housing work, writes John Speirs.

Only team with a sure home for the new
season, Kingsway Knights plan to almost
completely rebuild and bank their track.

Biggest blow of course would be the
loss of Scotland's show track, at Hamp-
den, where it has been indicated that the
site is required for house building,per-
haps as scon as the spring.

The Glasgow Association will obviously

have to try once again to get tracks in
public parks, but in the past their eff-

orts never met with any success.

CRISIS SFOT NO.3

ARRUWS GROUNDED 7

sheffield's Stradbroke Arrows, cellar
elub in Division 1 of the Northern Prem-

- ler League last year,have been told that

they will not be allowed into the 1972
competition unless there is a big imprwe-
ment to their Grade 4 track.
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S COLIN SPURT'S CHAMPIN RIDER 7

Willsbridge, Dristeol.
dere is my Top Ten Riders list:

1. COLIN WHEELER ,...... Scutnampton
2. DEREK GARNETT ....... Offerton

3. DIXIE DEAN .......... Uxbridge

4. BRIAN MOSTON ........ Carrs Wood
5. DAVE CHIVERS ........ Raynes Park
6. PETE BLACKWELL ...... Kingstanding

7. GEOFF PATMAN ........ Bristol

8, LES WESTWOOD ........ Edmonton

9. MARTIN VAN DE BRAKEL Hdollandse
Welpen

=10, VIC HINCHLIFFE .,... Offerton
JOHN WATCHMAN ...... Blackley

NOQ says Dave Glinston, 62,Frederick Strest,
Denton, Manchester.

Whilst no one could possibly deny the
ability and class of Colin Wheeler and of
Urian Moston, I name as my Number One a
rider who has been at the top almost from
the beglnning of his career in 1951, He's
won the National Individual title three
times, he has been the runner-up twice, and third twice. He is always well tn the
fore when clubs conslder names of riders to invite to their individual events. Who
else, but Derek Garnett, a rider who has been consistently good for twenty years.

Derek is also as good a teamrider as anyone, always trying to help his partner,

It would take pages to list his achlevements but most people are well aware of
them. Suffice to say that any rider who can maintain his standard, both from the
gate and from behind, is my cholee as No.l.

Picking my No.2 was not so easy, as I have seen far more of Erian Moston in actimm
than Colin Wheeler, and if I choose Moston, will I be accused of bias ? Eventually,
however, I plumped for the Manchester man because whilst perhaps not being quite so
fast from the gate as Wheeler, Moston was very, very good from behind, both inslde
and outside - although Colin is no slouch when it comes to overtaking - and again
because Moston kept up his high standard for such a long time.

That is perhaps as far as I can go in glving my individual reasons for cholice of
the Top Ten rlders (space Ls short, no doubt) so I will just list the remainder,
without comment.

1. DEREK GARNETT (Offerton), 2, DRIAN MOSTON (Carrs Wood), 3. COLIN WHELLER (Sou-
thampton), 4. LES WESTWOOD (Edmonton), 5. JOdAN WATCHMAN (Blackley), 6., VIC HINCH=-
LIFFE (Offerton), 7. DAVE CAIVERS (Raynes Park), 8. ROD MILLS (Southampton), 9. RAY
CHIVERS (South London), 10. DIXIE DEAN (Uxbridge).

* A further selection of readers' letters on this topic will appear in the Febru-
ary issue of SPOKESMAN. For anyone who still wishes to send an entry for this prise
competition, the closing date is extended to February 19. The person who is woted
cycle speedway's greatest rlder will be invited to comment on his selection and his
views will also appear in the next SFOKESMAN.
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UNITY BY 1973
IS COUNCIIL AN
THE COUNCIL OF EIGHT

-

VIC COWELL BRIAN MOSTON
EILL GILL MIKE PARKINS
HARRY GLOVER MELVIN PERKINS
RON JOHNSON JOAN RICHARDSON

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NATIONAL AMATEUR CYCLE SFEEDWAY ASSOCIATION, ENGLISH LEAGUE,
SOUTHERN COUNTIES CSA AND EAST ANGLIAN CSA MET AT UXBRIDGE, TO DISCUSS FROPOSALS TO
UNITE THE SPORT UNDER ONE CONTROLLING ORGANISATION.

Each Associaticn was asked to outline its achlevements and aims. The NACSA report
was given by its chalirman, Brian Moston, who stated that the Association had about
35 member elubs, mainly from the North nf England, National senior and junior team
and individual championships were organised. Presentation at tracks was improving,
although NACSA catered for all clubs, irrespective of standards. OServices to clubs
included bulk buying to obtain track tyres at cut prices, and trophles at diseocunt
terms. Funds were raised by ecompetition fees and the sale of lottery tickets. The
Aspoclatlion alse represented the Northern Fremier, Manchester and Steckport, and
Halifax Leagues.

The English League report was given by its General Secretary, Bill Gill, who sald
that from a membership of 11 elubs there was a possible expansion to 14 elubs dmring
1972, Two area league competitinns with senior and junior sections, the Gold Cup
knock-out competition and an individual championship were organised during a season
of approximately thirty-six weeks each year. ©Standards were very high, but member
clubs were encnuraged to still further improve standards of presentation every year
The English League assisted 1ts clubs to establish permanent circuits in local paks
and provided regular referee training facilities. The £200 annual budget needed to
run the English League was borne entirely through affiliation fees and mateh levies,

Giving the Southern Counties repnrt, chairman John Richardscn stated that as the
newest of all leagues represented, they have a line up of ten clubs for 1972. Comp-
etitions were organised along lines similar t~ the English League, but it haas never
attempted to be anything other than a league for clubs in the Southern Counties. An
annual affiliatinn fee of £5 is charged. During 1971, the Southern Counties League
had achieved tremendous publicity by staging a sponsored show at the Earls Court
Sportacular, where they alsn staffed a static dJ.spla;r stand for a fortnight, and by
a spot on the "Magple" television programme,

The East Anglian Assnciation report was given by Mike Parkins who said that after
starting with 5 eclubs in 1969, it now has 16 members. Most new clubs were formed at
Youth Centres around Suffolk and Norfolk. As track standards impreved, elubs could
progress from subsidiary competitions to the main East Anglian League. Referee in-
struction was provided, and a system of grading referees was in use.The Association
made pasyments to referees, to off'set their travelling expenses.

The report stage over, the next item on the agenda at Uxbridge concerned the need
for co-operation between all leagues. continued on facing page
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Bill Gill spoke at length about establishing a united sport in order to obtain
national recognition by eentral government, and by county and local suthorities.He
explained how the National Sports Council affected sport and the amount of money
which was available for local authorities to spend on constructing facilities for
sport., Local councils should provide tracks for cycle speedway just as they build
facilities for other sports, continued Mr, Gill, and clubs should not have to pro-
vide their own. Mr. Gill then spoke of the rules which vary from league to league
and suggested that there should be one set of rules common to all leagues as there
is in other more-established sports. Delegates agreed concerning the desirability
of co-operatlon between leagues and then discussed the way of achieving this,

Mr. Cowell spoke of the need of setting up an advisory council for a period of
two years, This council would consist of the eight delegates present at Uxbridge,
who would pass recommendations to their respective associations for them to acoept.
Such recommendations would be relative to rules, and the promotion and the future
of cycle speedway. At the end of the two-year period the council would become man-
datory and governed by a constitution agreed upon by the leagues.

- A le0 yole speedws

= H S e

Mr, Moston said that in his opinion the Council appeared to be like another NACR
as set up in 1950. He stated that there was still a need for this Council te pro-
vide National competition but most delegates considered this was a matter to be
left to a later date. Mr, Moston requested that the suggested period of discuss-
ion be reduced to one year and he was then concerned with the disbanding of NACSA,
Mr, Gill commented that in order for the Council to achieve its alms, it was nec-
essary to disband the associations and restyle them as leagues only. After a great
deal ‘of discussion it was declded that the eight delegates would join the NACSA
sub-committees, to achlieve the necessary changes within the Association before it
is disbanded in the setting-up of the new Council at the end of the one year period.

Mr. Cowell was asked to prepare details of the best means of achieving the aims
of the new Advisory Council, and another meeting meeting was arranged for February
6 at Uxbridge.
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A Referees Training Session and Open Forum is to be held on Sunday, March 5, at
Horspath, Oxford, and the English League who are organising the course have extend-
ed an invitation to all leagues and assoclations to send delegates, whether new

candidates or previously trained officlals.The organisers hope for a good response
by other leagues to thelr invitation, when common problems may be brought into the

open,
During a group discussion in the after
noon, it is intended to elect a committes

which will be responsible for the prop-

osed new Referees Assoclation.It is also
hoped to try to improve the interpretat-
ion of certain rules by getting the ref-
ereeg present to discuss the rules which
are most frequently wviolated.

The course programme also covers such
topics as the responsibilities of the
referee, track knowledge and duties of
the referee, and the knowledge required
to deal with various situations.

VI OFFER DATES

Any leagues and clubs who are interest-
ed in arranging week-end challenge ewents
or racing holidays in the Teignmouth and
Torbay areas of South Devon during 1972
are invited to write with proposed dates
to Mr, Ron Vaulter, 2, Holywell, Combe-
inteignhead, Newton Abbot, Dewvon.
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WEDDING BELLS TNORTAERR TOF 0
AR ELINCTUN |RIDERS AVER:
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Dave Elinston, the NACSA competition DIVISION ]
secretary, considered himself at thirty- 1. John Whiting (Elackley) ..... 2.68
five a confirmed bachelor ... 2, Kev Greenhalgh (Elackley) .. 2.50
However, on February 12, he will marry 3. Dave Parsons {Ieicesterg iaa 2,38
Ann Mason, st Hope Congregational Church, 4. Derek Garnett (Offerton) ... 2,34
Denton, in Manchester. 5. Dave Wilson (Eleackley) ..... 2.

MMNNE\JMNMNM
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After a honeymoon in Majorcd, they will 6. FRoger Ellis (Wednesfield) .. #
mske thelr home at 62, Frederick Street, 7. Bruce Ward (Leicester) ..... 2.14
Denton., (Tel. 061-336 2750). =3, Dave Reid (Offerton) ...... « 2210

Congratulations, Dave and Ann, also to Ken Taylor (Ivy House) ..... 2.10

2

Bristol newly-weds, Dave and Jemy Hassqa 10. John White (Offerton) ......

RISTUL LOSE Clp » g
1. Dave Cawley (Dent
PIRY, _i J LJ L L 2, R:bvzrtazrgley ?wzﬁneafield}

3. Steve Casey (Gorton) .......

Bob Martin, Bristol's senior clubman, 4. Mick Pedley (Wednesfield) ..
has announced his retirement, writes 5. John Higginbottom(Parkwood) .
A 6. Gordon Taylor (Denton) .....

Bob has been a keen member of the side, 7. Gerald Banks (Wednesfield) ..

n:n;m:uran;n:m:m;u
HBREIBEIRE

and will be missed. 8. Pete Rhodes (Wednesfield) .. 2.
Allan Miller will take his place in the 9, Brian Johnson (Denton) ..... 2.
first team squad. 10. Mick Aris (Wednesfield) .... 2.

TUUOHS 190 IN HOME COUNTIES

Tolworth Tudors raced unbeaten in the dome Countles League, writes Len Kitchine.
Finsl table:=-

F. W. D. L. For Agst Pts.
Tolworth cisevevarvai «10 10 4] 0 593 375 25
Uxbridge .viseivees e v 1 2 617 321 19
Mewham: cecooeiises 10 5 1 & 531 410 13
Hendon: &iiivsniies eny 10 .4 (o] [} 492 434 g
bton. cisiersieenia 10 2 0 2 236 710 4
Babary ool T 356 536 2

Tolworth had a very successful 1971 season. In addition to winning the champion-
ship with a 100 per cent record, they defeated Uxbridge in the Home Counties knock-
out cup final, and alsoc became tﬂe first holders of NACSA's new National Consolat-
ion Trophy when they beat Stradbroke Arrows in the final,

Tony Johnson became Home Counties individual champion and ended the season mateh
race champion too. Fromising youngster Roger Ford became junior mateh race holder.

A very ordinary 1970 team was turned into a winning combination by the acquisit-
ion of Tony Johnson and Glynn brimson from the defunct Raynes Park Tigers.

.



CHAMPIONS LUSE AT LEICESTER

In an extremely close match, Lelcester Monarchs became the first team to defesat
Elackley, the champions, in the Northern Premier League Division 1 when they just
sneaked home by 438-46 at Slater Street, writes Chris Conroy.

The large crowd that turned out to see the mateh were not disappointed as racing
was fast and interesting, with plenty of exclusions. The teams were in deadlock
up to heat 5. With the scores at 12-12, Lelcester toock a 5-1 through Chic Taylor
and Steve Cobley over Graham Gleawve, with Mark Golding being excluded for moving on
the gate. The champions replied with a 5-C in heat 6 through John Whiting and Mike
Berry, with W:rd and Adams both excluded. Then Leicester regained their lead with
a 4=2 through Bruce Heath and Grant Wirwick over Stu Eroadfield, with John Watchman
a very disappointing last. Heat 8 was a 3-3, after which Leicester tock their sec-
ond 5=1 of the match, this time through Ward and Glover over Whitehead, with Berry
excluded for moving, Elackley hit back with a 5=1 from Whiting and Gleave against
Cobley and Warwick in heat 10, but this still left the score at 30=29 in Leinest-
er's fawour.

Heats 11, 12 and 13 were all 3-3s. Leicester clinched the result in heat 14 with
a 5=1 through Dave Farsons and Harry Glover, with Gleave third and Watechman exelu-
ded at the tapes, Heat 15 was a 3-3, and in the nominated race Elackley made their
score look more respectable wlth a 5-1 through Whiting and Greenhalgh over Heath,
with Ward excluded. Lelicester's superior teamwork brought them this viectory. For
the visitors, John Whiting and Kev Greenhalgh were both unbeaten by Leicester ridem
in five starts, but Stu Broadfield was the only one to back them up. John Watehman
waa rather off-colour and scored only one point. OScoreboard:=-

LEICESTER: D.Parsons 9, B.Hvath 8, K.AZams 7, H.Glover 6, C.Taylor 6, S.Cobley 4,
B.Ward 4, G.Worwick 4. BLACKLEY: J.Wniting 15, K.Greenhalgh 14, S.Broadfield 9,
G.Gleave 4, M.Berry 2, J.Wi:tchman 1, S.W-itehead 1, M.Golding 0.

Final Northern Premier League tables:-

DIVISION 1 ‘

F. W. D. L. For Agst Pts.
Blackleay .scivescens 12 11 0 1 659 482 22
Leicester ...eescese 12 9 0 3 610 524 18
Wedneafield ,...es00 12 3 0 & 693 396 16
Offerton ..ciivisseen 12 2 0 4 655 4 16
Ivy HoOuse sesesness . 12 3 0 8 476 654, 6
Woodside ...svsseses 12 1 1 10 L68 676 3
Stradbroke ..sseesne 12 1 1 10 363 731 3

P, W. D. L. Fer Az st Pts.
PEALGH isassssisanae B O o 0 720 426 24
Widnesfield "E" ,... 12 9 0 3 668 459 18
Parkwood cecocccess . 12 7 1 4 566 531 15
GOTEON seevsevessses 12 4 1 7 503 6033 9
Leicester "B" ...se. 12 4 0 8 56 61 2
Woodside ....ecsscee 12 4 0 8 496 648 2
Sheffi1eld sevevesess 12 1 B 1l 514, 634, 2

At the Northern Premier AGM on January 8 at Sheffield, Roger Franecis declined to
continue as General Secretary and h& is succeeded by Graham Serbert, 16, Woodside
Grove, Woodside, Halifax, Yorks. Other officers: Chairman, J.M.Cockroft;Treasurer,
H.Glover; Vice=chalrman and League Recorder, F.Rushworth.
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UeNTUN WIN CHALLENGE THRILLEF
i Ll mLLEN
Denton and Ivy House again ended their season with a two-legged cup challenge and
both matches were absolute crackers, hard but fair, and full of tremendously excit-

ing racing, writes Dave Elingtog.

The first leg at Denton got off to a
terrific start when Ivy House riders Ken
Taylor and Geoff Widdop after being left
at the gate both passed the two home men,
Johnson and Williams, for a 5-1.

Chris and Gordon Taylor hit back witha
5<1 and John Watling brought Jeff Weaver
into first place for another 5-1 to Den-
ton in heat 3,

Widdop left both Denton men trailing in
heat 5. Then Weaver stormed round Mike
Cockroft who was chasing Watling aml Wat-
ling passed Rothwell and brought Weaver
through again for a third 5-1. Johnson
and Williame picked up a 4=2,followed by
a 2=4 to Ken Taylor and Widdop. At this
point with the score 23-20 to Denton, the
Ivy House palir had scored 15 out of the
20 points !

However the rest of the Halifax side
began to plek up, to such good effect that
they tralled only 40-38 after 13 heats,
but Alan and Gorden Taylor scored a 4-2
in heat 14, and John Watling with Cawley
a 5-1 in heat 15 to make it 49-41.

The nominated brought a dramatic race.
Kan Taylor led from the gate,with Johnsen
just edging out Widdop on the first bend
and then passing Taylor, followed by Wat=-
ling golng through on the inside, howewr
Johnson began to tire and Watling tried
desperately to shield him from the two
Ivy House men., On the last bend, Taylor
made a do=or-die effort and Watling un-
fortunately collided with Johnson, and
fell, so Denton could only manage a 52-44
wln and a precarious eight-point lead.

SURRY , o LD ulT

Several readers who were late in renew
ing thelr subscriptions were unable to
obtaln copies of SPOKESMAN 22, To awveid
disappointment, please always renew your
subseriptions promptly.

Denton were a solid combination,Watling
apart from his last heat fall was beaten
only once, Brian Johnson picked up after
s bad opening ride, Alan Taylor gave one
of his best displays from reserve,and the
two second team riders, Jeff Wegver and
Dave Cawley, did not let the side down.

For Ivy House, Ken Taylor was in superb
form, losing only to Johnson, and formed
a formidable partanership with Widdop, who
was also in sparkling form, whilst the re-
mainder, if not scoring consistently, at
least never gave up the points easily.

DENTON: J.Watling 2, B.Johnson 8,A,Tay-
lor 8, G.Taylor 7, D.Cawley 6, J.Weaver 6
C.Taylor 5, P.Williams 4.

: K.Taylor 14, G.Widdep 8, D.
Morris 6, C.Hughes 5, F.Rothwell 5, M.
Cockroft 3, Fearnley 2, D.Stott 1.

The Halifax side soon reduced Denton's
narrow advantage in the return leg, when
in heat 2 Chris Adughes caught Gordon Tay-
lor napping with a brilliant burst round
the outside and with the Denton boy fall=-
ing as he challenged at the bend,Rothwell
went past for a 5-1.

However, Williams relegated Cockroft to
last place in heat 5 and they kept the
flying Widdop out in heat 6. Four success-
ive 3=3s had eased the pressure a little
on Firates., Then in heat 7 first Morris
and Stott were away to a "flier" and in a
re-run Watling was excluded but eventusally
allowed back in the race,Unfortunately for
Ivy House, Chris Taylor passed all three
riders coming out of the last bend, then
Watling passed Morris for a Denton 5-l.

Now eight points in front again,Pirates
played for 3-3s.

Kay agaln kept the dangerous Widdop at
bay after bringing Weaver through, Ken
Taylor winning, then in a really superb
race three heats later, Erian Johnson who
was pressed for the full four laps by Ken
Taylor and Geoff Widdop, kept them both
out with some cool riding.

continued on facing page
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